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‘Tor Couse Celobre of Coloae) Femkovskiy

i

A8 & tins when ShesTvers iave beea speculating oo Khrushciev's Duture, a
zwmwwxmmm arissn: tae politivsily semaitive espiomege cuse of
Col. Qleg Feskovskiy, s mawon decovated, Drillisnt yousg ofiieer of e Seviel Jawmy.

In Fonkovekly, the Jovict governmesnt, which ams oaly Just Fut 1D YERt the
Bazi-Tabriceted Tukiachevakiy onse, i confronted wita & Sowiet Qenesml Btefl or-
Ticer wup is hostils to the govermmwot, and whe Sas had & network of frisnds and
acpoections reschiag into s nighest Soviet oirelies, especislly the upper silitery
afficer corps. This ik ooe of those Fire cases, 1ike the Dreyius osas in Franes
ia the ‘408, e Otse John sffelr, and the slger Miss case, whith dosh ROt MePely
involve & 8Py ¥Lo has bPeen seught amd the secrets ko uas betrayed, Pt shich &iss
s4s fap-vesnoning political remifiestions. In tiase cases, She sacauand appears (o
be politisally motivated, snd e Sypifies (or in She sase of Dreylus, was wrongly
believed to LPALY) & Mueh larger group, rogerded by some a8 = deager o toe staue
iteeil. 2y BeSt, SuUch coBes 1Mply tont leadiag offlciels sre crimismlly ssglilgent.
At Worat, Lhete <Rdes suggesl--at laast L0 soms minds--tbat 5 conspirscy axiass

seich leeds to the wvery Sop, and which nigh of rielals are cosucaling. Rivsl perties

earuce rival comspivecy theories, casting thelr opponests Lo be role of 20napirs-
tors, and thus mbittering politieal velatioms.

Penkovekis, ¥ho vas srrestod laat Dsconber, was sk Asalistant Rilitary Stilashe
{s militery Inteclliigence post) in inkers ia 15556, and was luier sssigerd to Gw
State Commities fopr the Coopdiitation of Seientiflc Researen Wark.,. Iu this sensi-~
tive pogition, evidently 8iso & military intelligence sssignment, & et foreige

seientlsts and bosimasmen visiling the USER, szd he &ls0 rewelisd abwond. Tuwe
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Aceosding to Turkish msws reporis, Sol. Penkovakly fought iz the Soviet-Fiamuiskt
Wer amd in wordd u¥sr II, and By 1945, at 26, he becsme » Lisutensat folomel. His
decorstions include twe Orders of the Red Bonder, the Order of the Sed Stay, the
Order of Alexsnder Novekiy, sod tie Order of tue Patristic Nar, Pirst Cless. His
wife 18 & dsughter of & Hoviet general, sod Lis wntle s Gomewnl of Lix AYmy, i3 o
Rpusy in the Supreme Soviet, & candidute meaber of the Comminist Farty Contagl
Committes, and the Conmender of the Bolo-Ruspisp Milivery District. His falber,
sceording o o westorn acgueintance, was an offTiser in ths Wilte forces curing the
Civi) var, sod was expouted by Staiin. Col. Peskovekiy is & gradwate of the

In Tarkey, Col. Penkovakiy did oot concesl Ris poor relatious wish his chiel,
Sensprel Rudbenko, aud op later occasions e twold visiting westerners of his disgust
with sad batred for the Eremlin’s rule, the btrutality of which concealsd by bol-
iow cetchwards about peace, the people, ind socialist progress. e gove the impres-
sion of a pstriotic Russisn, longing for demccretic freedom sod for tounest in pub-
1ie life. Feriaps reporis of tlese attituwies reacihed the ears of kis swperiors,
for Femkovakiy uas 2ot promoted sfter 1650. But he kept iis position is & highly
sensitive post, sod it nppears that e was “Epossorsd” by certals migh-lovel of-
ficers. There are contimuing rumors that Gemersl I. 4. Berov, & former chisf of
the Committee for 5State Security (XGB), and until skortly saiter Poukeovskiy's srrvet
jast December, %o Chfef of Militery Iatelligerce {6RU), zas been arvested because
ne protected Pemkovakly. Sesrav's son, oo Aeroflet represesiative is Selsinkl, mas
recently Busy recelied W the USER. Mershal Meitvel Jakharoy; the Chilef of Stafy
of the Red Arwy end Berov's immedists superior, was removed from nis post iz Nereh,
s repisced by mmdsugu Riryusoy. Colefl Marsinl of the Aritllery Sergel

Yaroutsoy, Feabovikiy‘s Will Compander sud fTiesd, is slso remored fo have busa

dipmisped, Peskxovskiy's chisf in the State Ssisntific Coumittes, 5. M. @vishiani,
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is probably im trouble, and Qvishiani 1s the son-in-lsw of First Beputy Premier
Aleksi Nikolaevich Kosygin/

In the atmosphere of the Kremlin, the wildest suspicions could arise with far
leas provocation then this. On the one hand, meny of thoss involved have been close
to ¥.8. Kirushehev, and Kirushchev's dogeatist ememies could at the least blsme
him for being over-liberal, lacking in "vigilance," and risking Soviet security.
ﬁze more imaginative of them mey even link Khrushchev to western intelligence, .

On the other hand, the cese could well be turned against the professional military.
leadership, and Khrushchev might claim that Penkovskiy, aided by a group of officers
iike the Beck-Stauffenberg group in wartime Germany, has kept the west informed of
Soviet plans, for example in the case of the Cuban missiles lest full. At a mini-
mum, Elrushchev might use the Penkovakiy case to clean out those officers who re-
8ist his modernization plans, snd who argue for massive and expensive ground
"foreces.

A prosecutor drawing up a case against the military could ellege that, despite
all the purges and the fall of Msrshal Georgly Zhukov in 1957, there persists a
cult of army professionalism which is hostile Lo party control, and counter-revo-
lutionary in inspiration. Articles by army officers have sppesred in the Soviet
press which lend substance to such a charge. Marshal Rodionm Malinovekiy, in an
artlcie last February on the "Volgograd" victory, piayed @vwn Khruschev's role apd
praised the work of "Comrade" Zhukov. In the February 26 issue of Kommumnist of the

Armed Forces, one Col. M. Skidro argued that, while tecimical developments had

forced political leaders to become military speciaslists, they had also forced mili-
tary leaders to be "active conductors of the policy of the state.” At the present
time," Bkidro wrote, this role of the military lesders “is growing.” 1In a posgible
reference to the withdrawal of misdles from Cuba, Skidro quoted Friedrich Epgels to

say thet the role of the military leader mny be greatest "at the moment of failure,
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when the samy hes suifered defeat and s forced to retrest.” This eould be rvead
w8 & bid for amdilitery dfetatorsnip.

To judge by reporis, Peokovskiy wes not  nostalgic sdmirer of Cyarism, or sa
advocete of militery dicwdorsiaip. But the fact thet Peakovakiy's father wos &
counter-revolutionary could make the cese a pretext for “rooting out coumter-revo-
‘mumy wlements.” Eorly in the Civil w,mmmmmm that thej
mesded tougn, expariepced officers and WO's, not spitators, malingerers snd sws-
mer pRiriots. A & resuls, oven today the Hed Army bas mm in ite rasks whose pest
includes meritorius Czarist service., A promisest cxsmple i3 Marskal Nalinovskiy
bimsell, wion some beve linked with Feakovekiy. In the couree of fultivating re-
intions with western pewspepermen, Malinovekiy has several times atated that be
fought by the sife of the British end Amsricams om the Westarn Fromt in World Ver
I. Malimovekiy, woo bad slready wom a St. George’s (yoss, wont to Preece as aa
EW@EM&MMWMMM&M;W& Afber the
Nivelle offensive snd the Petamuwery Hevolution, some of toese Aussisn Lroops came
under Bolsbevik faflusnce, and redused to fight, with thw eventusl result that im
Deptember 1517, they were stelled at the camps of La Cowrtise in centrs) Frante by
loyel Bussisn forees under French directicn. The lesders were imprisoucd sad tieir
followers were put in laber brigades or sent to North Africa. Some Melimovakiy
press releasce cleim thet he was & Jeader of She mubineers, but his rume is nob
inconsistent wit2 his owa claim of sexvice with the British and imaricass; prier
to the matiny, ibe Russisns served oaly wiik the Fremch. Actuslly, Melisovskiy
Appesrs Lo heve besn & mewber of the loyslist Russisn legiow, which was oited for
ita service in 1518 on the Scemm, &t ;alens, and st Scissess, all sfter the LrwsLy
of Brest Litovsk. It may well be that he was smoug thoss who mupgmucssd the muting
at 1a Cowrtipe. After all, only tbe hardest kind of &lsciplimsries could swrvive as

o Hed Army generel In borld wer II, under Staiin sod in the fece of the Oeremen sdveacs.
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Thasre are other officers M. officials vhose revolutionary past ia also
somavhat bBasy.

Precisely becsuse the Fenkovskiy case is such a revelation of weakness,
nepotism, and division, the Soviet leadership mmy ry %o avoid pudlicity sad
public politioal exploitation. Heither the UPBU, the KOB, nor the Red Arwy
will wish to hang their dirty lises in fromt of the Sewiet public. Replacements
of suspect oificials and officers may be spread out aver several months, snd
propagends mey stress the "dirty work™ of Western iatelligence. 5o Fer, the
Soviet press bss greutly underststed Penkovekiy's own imp

ance, even concealing
the fact that he was an officer, and hes concentrated on the uafortunste Greville
Wymse. But the men in the Kremlin and the Soviet Defense Ministry kuow the
sigaificance of the case, and they know that the case mey be used io the politiend
power struggle.
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